
 
MASTER DRAWINGS NEW YORK 

 
THE FINE ART SOCIETY AT ROBERT SIMON FINE ART 

20 – 28 JANUARY 2023 
 

 

 
The Fine Art Society is delighted to be back in New York and exhibiting with MDNY 2023. 
 
We will display an exhibition of British and Scottish pictures from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries and 
decorative art and furniture from the late nineteenth century: a distillation of that for which we are best known. 
Starting with one of the gallery’s earliest exhibiting artists, we are showing selection of prints by James Whistler 
(1834-1903) alongside Sir Muirhead Bone (1876-1953). Scottish art forms a critical part of our offering and we 
have a group of Glasgow Boys including Joseph Crawhall (1861-1913), Sir James Guthrie (1859-1930), and Ar-
thur Melville (1855-1904). When the Glasgow Boys rose to prominence in the 1880s, there was a sense of won-
der at how a group of Scottish painters could hold such sway in the academies, salons and secessions of western 
Europe and North America. The group’s firm grasp on modernity brought a new lease of life to the mêlée of ‘fin 
de siècle’ styles. The Glasgow Boys placed themselves at the forefront of British art, primed to take on an aes-
thetic which signalled the beginnings of modernism in Scotland. 
 
Scottish Colourists move us forward chronologically and are represented by an oil of the small Hebridean island 
of Iona by F C B Cadell (1883-1937) and a powerful still life by S J Peploe (1871-1935). A rare and early Keith 
Vaughan gouache brings the show into the middle of the twentieth century in a touching scene of a father and 
son in the Yorkshire dales. Paintings going back to the early nineteenth century will include a group of fine, small 
landscapes by James Knox (1778-1845) that depict the Lake District and the Trossachs, and at the other end of 
the century a large and impressionistic landscape by William McTaggart (1835-1910), whose evolution from a 
Victorian painter to an impressionist and expressionist can be seen in the work on display. A fine marble bust of 
a young woman by Sir John Steell (1804-1892) nods to the city’s statues of Robert Burns (who has his day on 
25th January) and Sir Walter Scott in Central Park. 



 
 
 In addition to the pictures, a small collection of applied arts will be on show including a rare and particularly fine 
enamel work by Phoebe Traquair ((1852-1936) that shows the life of the Virgin as part of a devotional object. 
Christopher Dresser glass, Talwin Morris metalwork, Charles Noke and Harry Nixon earthenware, Thomas Jeck-
yll, William de Morgan and William Burges, will sit alongside a delightful Aesthetic Movement davenport by 
Daniel Cottier, c.1870. 
 
A fully illustrated exhibition can be viewed on our website. 
 
Established in 1876, The Fine Art Society's two gallery spaces in London and Edinburgh handle British and 
Scottish art, design, and decorative arts from the C18th to the post-war period. The Fine Art Society's London 
premises in Soho is set over three floors of an elegant Georgian townhouse off Carnaby Street. An expansive 
gallery space over two floors is our Scottish base in the heart of Edinburgh's New Town. It specialises in Scottish 
art from the seventeenth century to the present day. We provide advice to collectors and public institutions on 
private sales, auction, framing and conservation. 
 
Above: Arthur Melville ARSA RSW (1855-1904), Reeds, Duddingston Loch, Winter, signed, watercolour, 20 x 26 inches  
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Location Robert Simon Fine Art, 22 East 80th Street, 4th Floor, New York 
Dates  20 – 28 January 2023 
Contact art@thefineartsociety.com | +44 (0)131 557 4050 
Hours  Opening Friday 20 January, 3pm-8pm, thereafter Monday-Saturday 11am-6pm; Sunday 1pm- 5pm 
 
Social media           @thefineartsoc    @thefineartsoc     /thefineartsoc 
 


