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Meditation Inspired by
Two Drawings of
Jacques-Louis David

by Eric Fischl

Years ago I happened to see two drawings, identical in size, by
Jacques-Louis David. Presumably these works were the studies
for his masterpiece, The Coronation of Napoleon and Josephine.
They were hung side by side in the exhibition inviting close
scrutiny and comparison. The drawings are faithful to the finished
painting in both their composition and detail. I was awestruck by
how every character in the costumed court, the feel of their furs
and hair curls, the glint of highlights on every bauble and chalice
had been tediously and masterfully rendered.

As far as I could tell there was only one small alteration
between those two drawings. In the later one, he changed one
of the faces in the crowd. This small adjustment confused me.

It seemed so insignificant to the final work, considering the
amount of time and effort it must have taken him to redraw the
entire scene. Perhaps the explanation is as simple as a person
who was removed from the court and therefore must be erased
from memory. Or perhaps a collector might have said to David,
“Could you make another exactly the same but include me?”
Maybe David considered himself to be merely a craftsman and
did whatever work came into his studio? I have no idea why he
would have made such a painstaking duplication.

Pencil drawing, a la J-L David, has a sense of the surgical
about it. With a pencil point, scalpel-sharp, he delicately and
precisely separates complex details and reorders them into
coherent description.

Looking at those two drawings was one of those moments
when, artist to artist, a chasm yawns and the differences between
each other’s sensibility, vision, expectations and demands from
their different eras becomes stark. I am so unlike David that
I cannot find in myself what motivation, concentration, and
compulsion is required to make his kind of work. I never feel
there is enough time in one’s day - let alone one’s life - for the
discipline required for his long looking and painstakingly accurate
rendering. It seems alien and out of step with the speed and
tempo of today.



What would compel an artist to make one study (let alone
two) that was as fully realized and executed as his drawings? Had
I gone to that degree of finish in a study all my enthusiasm for the
final painting would have been exhausted and I would have left
the project at the drawing stage.

It is, perhaps, the difference between the sensual impulses
of the hand and the disciplined seeing of the eye; the difference
between the felt and the observed. It is also the difference
between two epochs. His accepted art that depicted a fraught and
dangerous world with its violence and mayhem (Death of Marat,
The Death of Socrates) but exquisitely painted as both beautiful
and perversely rational. David’s verisimilitude is seductively rich
in detail but compositionally minimal which gives the work a tone
of dispassion and objectivity. This strategy has the tendency to
inhibit volatile and problematic emotions normally associated
with the momentous upheavals he was painting at that time but
somehow he still manages to relate the significance of these
world-changing events.

By today’s standards dispassion is an unusual quality. We do
not accept such detachment from pain and sorrow unless it is
expressed as ironic whimsy or bathos.

Though our age has masterful draftsmen they tend to use detail
to describe the small and intimate moments of an individual’s
life (Catherine Murphy and Lucien Freud come easily to mind).
Artists today wouldn’t feel right about combining David’s
objective distance with calamitous events such as our wars in
Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan or 9/11. We no longer trust that
level of detachment. When it comes to human behavior we tend
to be expressive, judgmental and polemical. We are no longer
certain of our viewer’s moral compass. Because today’s art filters
historical events through the lens of the first person narrative, it
cannot achieve the same level of objectivity that David’s paintings
do, with, perhaps, the exception of formalist abstractions that
deals with irreducible and universal truths.



Didier Aaron, Inc.

32 EAST 67TH STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10065

Telephone +1 212 988 5248
info@didieraaron.com

www.didieraaron.com

Master Drawings
1600-1850

Antoine Berjon (1754-1843)
An Apple Tree Branch,

circa 1800

Oil on board laid down on panel
9% x 12% in - 239 x 319 mm

L’Antiquaire &
The Connoisseur Inc.

36 EAST 73RD STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10021

Telephone +1 212 517 9176
info@lantiquaire.us

www.lantiquaire.us

Octavianus Monfort

(active 2nd half 17th century)
Still life with Pomegranate, Apples,
Peaches, Pears, Plums and Cedro;
with Hyacinths, resting atop a ledge
Tempera on parchment

8 x 9% in - 204 x 242 mm



Jean-Luc Baroni Ltd

EXHIBITING AT:
CARLTON HOBBS LLC
60 EAST 93RD STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10128

Telephone +1 212 423 9000

7-8 Mason’s Yard
Duke Street, London sw1y 6BU

Telephone +44 (0)20 7930 5347
info@jlbaroni.com

www.jlbaroni.com

Lucian Freud (1922-2011)
A Walk to the Office

Conté crayon on paper

8% x5%1in - 224 x 141 mm

Richard A. Berman Fine Art
Master Drawings 16th to 2oth Centuries

EXHIBITING AT:
GAVIN SPANIERMAN, LTD
1044 MADISON AVENUE, #4F
NEW YORK, NY 10075

Telephone +1 212 249 0619
Cell +1 917 378 0543

310 Duke Ellington Boulevard
New York, NY 10025

Telephone +1 212 678 0543
richardaberman@earthlink.net

Paul Bril (1554-1626)

Mountainous Landscape with a River
Pen and brown ink, washes over charcoal,
circa 15805 -1590s

8% x107% in - 208 x 277 mm




Christopher Bishop
Fine Art

EXHIBITING

AT:

LESLIE FEELY FINE ART
33 EAST 68TH STREET, 5TH FLOOR
NEW YORK, NY 10065

Telephone +1 2

12 988 0083

173 Main Street
Norwalk, cT 06851

Cell +1 203 494 8853
bishopfineart@optonline.net

www.oldmasterdrawingsandprints.com

Pietro Antonio Novelli (1729-1804)

Diana at her Bath

Pen and grey washes
11% x 8% in - 287 x 205 mm
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C. G. Boerner

23 EAST 73RD STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10021

Telephone +1 212 772 7330
info@cgboerner.com

www.cgboerner.com

Old Master Drawings
from Osberton Hall

Girolamo Francesco Maria Mazzola,
known as Parmigianino (1503-1540)

The Christ Child

Red chalk (recto), pen and brown ink (verso)
5% X 4 in - 143 x 100 mm



Marianne Elrick-Manley

Fine Art and
Artur Ramon Art

EXHIBITING AT:

LEIGH MORSE FINE ARTS
22 EAST 80TH STREET, #5
NEW YORK, NY 10075

Telephone +1 917 747 7605

Marianne Elrick-Manley Fine Art
118 Riverside Drive
New York, NY 10024

Telephone +1 212 873 7282
marianne@elrickmanley.com

www.arturamon.com

Andrea de Lione (1596-1677)
Head of a Man with Turban, 1640
Red chalk

11% x 8 in - 280 x 210 mm

Les Enluminures

23 EAST 73RD STREET, 7TH FLOOR
NEW YORK, NY 10021

Telephone +1 212 717 7273
newyork@lesenluminures.com

www.lesenluminures.com

Sacred Song

Chant in the Middle Ages
and Renaissance

6 pm on February 5

“The Singer and the Scholar”
with Anne Azéma (Director,
The Boston Camerata)

and Susan Boynton.
Reservations are required
for this event.

Italy, Lombardy (c.1439-1447)
Olivetan Master (Frater
Jeronimus?), detail from f. gv,
Monks singing the Office; Decorated
Initial A[sperges me...]

Gradual, (use of the Olivetan
Benedictines) in Latin, illuminated
manuscript on parchment

11% x 7% in - 292 x 188 mm (detail)



Sigrid Freundorfer Fine Art, LLC

790 MADISON STREET, SUITE 602
NEW YORK, NY 10065

Telephone +1 212 517 9700
sffa@earthlink.net

www.artnet.com/

sigridfreundorfer.html

The Natural World

Modern and
Contemporary Drawings

Closed Sunday 26 January

Merce Cunningham (1919-2009) mﬁ\u.;(w
Untitled (Grasshopper), 1998 o o
Ink and colored pencil

9 x121in - 230 x 305 mm

Margot Gordon
Fine Arts

EXHIBITING WITH
CRISPIAN RILEY-SMITH
FINE ARTS LTD

Telephone +1 212 595 4969
mgordonfinearts@aol.com

Raffaello Sanzio, called Raphael
(1483-1520)

Two Putti Supporting a Beam or
a Plaque, circa 1517/18

Pen and brown ink, over black chalk
4% x 2% 1n - 114 x 69 mm




Martyn Gregory

EXHIBITING AT:

PIA GALLO, 53 EAST 64TH STREET

THIRD FLOOR
NEW YORK, NY 10065
Telephone +1 212 369 4420
34 Bury Street, St James’s,
London, sw1y 6AU
Telephone +44 20 7839 3731
mgregory@dircon.co.uk

www.martyngregory.com

British Watercolors
and Drawings 1770-1920

Moses Griffith (1747-1819)

A pair of Orioles at their Nest, circa 1770
Watercolor and gouache on vellum

10 x 7Y in - 254 x 191 mm

Leonard Hutton
Galleries

790 MADISON STREET,
SUITE 506
NEW YORK, NY 10065

Telephone +1 212 751 7373
art@leonardhuttongalleries.com

www.leonardhuttongalleries.com

Worldly Impressions
A Century of Drawings

Closed Sunday 26 January

Joan Mir6 (1893-1983)

Le numéro de music hall,

10 November 1938

Gouache and pencil on cardboard
10 x 7% in - 254 x 191 mm



LOWCH Libson Ltd EX'H'IBITIONS:
British Art
EXHIBITING AT:

MITCHELL-INNES & NASH
1018 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK, NY 10075

Gainsborough and
the Landscape of Refinement

Cell +1 347 403 033
Telephone +1 212 744 7400

3 Clifford Street,
London w1s 2LF

Telephone +44 (0)207 734 8686
pictures@lowell-libson.com

www.lowell-libson.com

Thomas Gainsborough RA
(1727-1788)

A Family Outside a Cottage Door,
cirea 1775-6

Pen and ink, grey and pink washes
over pencil

7% % 9%1in - 194 x 247 mm

3 EXHIBITING AT:
James MaCklnnon CLINTON HOWELL ANTIQUES
Cell +44 (0)7973 539332 150 EAST 72ND STREET
james@mackinnon.com NEW YORK, NY 10021

Eugene Delacroix (1798-1863)
A Greek reclining

Watercolor, signed

2% x 4% in - 64 x 108 mm




José de la Mano
Galeria de Arte

EXHIBITING AT:
ARADER GALLERIES, 2ND FLOOR
1016 MADISON AVENUE

NEW YORK, NY 10021

Telephone +1 212 628 7625

Claudio Coello 6

28001 Madrid

Spain

Telephone +34 91 435 0174
info@galeriajosedelamano.com

www.galeriajosedelamano.com

Juan Nifio De Guevara (1632-1698)

The Apparition of the Virgin and Child

to Saint Francis and the Vision of the Cross
Pen, ink and brown wash on paper

8% x 61in - 212 x 153 mm

Mary-Anne Martin
Fine Art

23 EAST 73RD STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10021

Telephone +1 212 288 2213
mamartin@mamfa.com

www.mamfa.com

Elena Climent
Drawing with Light

Elena Climent (b.1955)
Alebrije Cat in Oaxaca, 2012,
iPad drawing digitally printed
on rag paper

8 x10%161n - 202 x 258 mm



Barbara Mathes Gallery

22 EAST 80TH STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10075

Telephone +1 212 570 4190
art@barbaramathesgallery.com

www.barbaramathesgallery.com

Modern and Contemporary
Master Drawings

Robert Rauschenberg (1925-2008)
Spring Clearance, 1961

Solvent transfer, ink, gouache, and
graphite on Strathmore paper,

signed and dated on verso:
Rauschenberg 1961

23 x 29 in - 5§84 x 737 mm

Moeller Fine Art

35 EAST 64TH STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10065

Telephone +1 212 644 2133
mail@moellerfineart.com

www.moellerfineart.com

Lyonel Feininger:
Precision of Fantasy

Lyonel Feininger (1871-1956)
Gasse, 1923

Watercolor and ink on paper
15% x 11 in - 400 x 302 mm




Mireille Mosler Ltd

35 EAST 67TH STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10065

Telephone +1 212 249 4195
info@mireillemoslerltd.com
www.mireillemoslerltd.com

Dutch and Flemish
Old Master Drawings

Jacobus van Looy (1855-1930)

A Water Carrier in Tangier, 1902
Signed Jac.v. Looy

12% x 9% in - 320 x 250 mm

Jill Newhouse
Gallery

4 EAST 81ST STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10028

Telephone +1 212 249 9216
maildrop@jillnewhouse.com

www.jillnewhouse.com

Pierre Bonnard (1867-1947)
Study for Woman Painting, 1944
Pencil on paper, signed lower center
67 % 5%1in - 176 x 132 mm
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Nissman, Abromson Ltd

EXHIBITING AT:

JILL NEWHOUSE GALLERY

4 EAST 81ST STREET, 1ST FLOOR
NEW YORK, NY 10028

Telephone +1 212 249 9216
Cell +1 617 792 6044

286 Clinton Road
Brookline, MA 02445

Telephone +1 617 735 0467
mail@nissman-abromson.com

www.pada.net/members/membDetail.php/31

Italy and the Italianate

Ludovico Cardi, called Cigoli (1559-1613)
Standing Young Man with
Broad-Brimmed Hat

Black chalk, pale brown wash, and

white opaque watercolor

16% x 9% in - 424 x 245 mm

| L

Stephen Ongpin EXHIBITING AT:

MARK MURRAY FINE PAINTINGS

Fine Art 39 EAST 72ND STREET,

) ) 5TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, NY 10021
Riverwide House, 6 Mason’s Yard

Duke Street, St. James’s
London sw1y 6BU

Cell +1 917 5871183

Telephone +44 (0)20 7930 8813
info@.stephenongpin.com

www.stephenongpin.com

Five Centuries
of Master Drawings

Nicolas IT Huet (c.1770-1828)
An Indian Elephant

Pen and brown ink and
watercolor on vellum

signed and dated ‘huet fils 1810’
12Y4 x 17%in - 312 X 446 mm




Pandora Old Masters Inc.

PO Box 1761
New York, NY 10021

Telephone +1 212 628 1974

www.pandoraoldmasters.com

Remigio Cantagallina
(1582/1583-1656)

Impruneta

Pen and brown ink on white paper,
inscribed by the artist in the centre
at the upper right in pen and
brown ink Impruneta

6% x 10% in - 172 x 260 mm

EXHIBITING AT:

LEON TOVAR GALLERY
16 EAST 71ST STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10021

Cell +1 917 664 1124
info@pandoraoldmasters.com

Laura Pecheur

EXHIBITING AT: GALLERY
STEPHEN SCHLESINGER
& FRANKLIN RIEHLMAN
24 EAST 73RD STREET
2ND FLOOR

NEW YORK, NY 10021

Telephone +1 212 734 3600
Cell +33 (0)6 07 37 35 48

16 Rue de la Grange Bateliere
75009 Paris, France

Telephone +33 (0)147 70 04 38
l.pecheur@free.fr

www.laurapecheur.fr

Marguerite Burnat-Provins
(1872-1952)

Ma ville

Pen and brown ink with watercolor
over pencil, signed, dated 1926
17% x 12} in - 455 x 320 mm



Guy Pepplatt Fine Art Ltd 18th and 19th Century

British Drawings and

EXHIBITING AT: Watercolors
GODEL & CO

39 EAST 72ND STREET
4TH FLOOR
NEW YORK, NY 10021

Cell +44 (0)7956 968 284 pEE sy |
Riverwide House, 4
6 Mason’s Yard

Duke Street, St James’s
London sw1y 6BU

Telephone +44 (0)20 7930 3839
guy@peppiattfineart.co.uk

www.peppiattfineart.co.uk

Samuel Palmer (1805-1881)
View on the Devon Coast
Watercolor over pencil heightened
with touches of bodycolor

7Y% x 10% in - 187 x 269 mm

Crispian Riley-Smith EXHIBITING AT:

SHEPHERD W &K GALLERIES

Flne ArtS Ltd 58 EAST 79TH STREET

NEW YORK, NY 10075

Telephone +1 212 861 4050

Cell +44 (0)7771 552509
Summergill, Kirkby Malham, Skipton
North Yorkshire BD23 48s

Telephone +44 (0)1729 830 734
crispian@riley-smith.com

www.riley-smith.com/crispian

Italian Figure Drawing

The Dutch Vision
Birds, Cities and Landscapes

EXHIBITIONS CONTINUE UNTIL
22 FEBRUARY 2014

Gaetano Gandolfi (1734-1802)

A Sheet of studies of

Six Fantastical Heads, circa 1780s
Pen and brown ink on paper

8% x 8% in - 213 x 211 mm




Mattia & Maria
Novella Romano

EXHIBITING AT:
TRINITY HOUSE PAINTINGS
24 EAST 64TH STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10065

Telephone +1 212 813 0700
Cell +39 339 8190 183

Francesco Salghetti Drioli (1811-1877)
Hector reproaches Paride

Pen and brown ink, brown wash,
heightened with white, on paper, signed
and dated F. Salghetti 1831 Roma

9% x 13% in - 236 x 336 mm

Simone Romano e Figli - Firenze
36, Borgognissanti
50123 Florence, Italy

Telephone +39 055 239 60 06
info@antiksimoneromanoefigli.com

www.antiksimoneromanoefigli.com

Van Doren Waxter
in collaboration with

Beck & Eggeling

23 EAST 73RD STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10021

Telephone +1 212 445 0444
info@vandorenwaxter.com

www.vandorenwaxter.com

Emil Nolde
Expressions in Watercolor

Emil Nolde (1867-1956)
Young Woman with a Big Hat
Watercolor on paper

5% x3%in 137 x 99 mm



Mia N. Weiner

EXHIBITING AT:
L’ANTIQUAIRE AND
THE CONNOISSEUR
36 EAST 73RD STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10021

Telephone +1 212 517 9176
Cell +1 860 480 0100

Mountain Road, Norfolk, CT 06058

Telephone +1 860 542 1893
mweiner@oldmasterdrawings.com

www.oldmasterdrawings.com

Attributed to

Giovanni Battista Baiardo (c.1620-1657)
Christ Restoring the Heart of

St. Catherine of Siena

Pen and brown ink, brush and wash

15% x 10% in - 394 x 261 mm

500 Years of tlta[iarl’
Master “Drawings

from the’ Princeton University Art Museum

January 25 to May 11, 2014

Carpaccio + Bernini - Guercino

Tiepolo - Modigliani

Carlo Dolci, Study for "Saint John the Evangelist” (detail), 1671. Black and red chalk.
Bequest of Dan Fellows Platt, Class of 1895. Photo: Bruce M. White

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

ART MUSEUM

ALWAYS FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
artmuseum.princeton.edu



MARKETING PARTNERS

(] [ ] ,
Christie’s
20 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA
NEW YORK, NY 10020

Telephone +1 212 636 2384

AUCTION 30 JANUARY
AT 2.00 PM

jwright@christies.com

www.christies.com

Jean-Louis-André-Théodore Géricault
(1791-1824)

General Kleber (?) at the battle

of Saint John d’Acre

Pencil, pen and brown ink,

brown and blue wash

8% x 6% in - 205 x 160 mm
$70,000-100,000

Sotheby’s

OLD MASTER DRAWINGS
NEW YORK
29 JANUARY 2014

GIAN LORENZO BERNINI
Portrait of Ottaviano Castelli
Estimate $150,000-200,000

Enquiries

New York +1 212 606 7230
London +44 (0)20 7293 6450
Register now at sothebys.com



SUPPORTED BY

APOLLO Bonhams  THEBVRLINGTON

, London
CHRISTIE’S Art Week

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

ART MUSEUM Sotheby’s

Bonhams

The Bonhams Lecture Series

Adventures in Paper

Alecture by Jane McAusland,
FIIC, ACR MIPC, International
Conservator of Works on Paper

Monday 27 January 2014
Drinks at 6pm, Lecture at 6:30pm
580 Madison Avenue at 56th Street, New York

+1(212) 644 9143, events.us@bonhams.com

Pablo Picasso

Trois nus féminins, 1923

pencil, charcoal and sanguine on paper

14 x 10 3/8in

©2013 Estate of Pablo Picasso / Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York

Sold for $210,000

International Auctioneers and Appraisers
bonhams.com/impressionist
©2013 Bonhams Auctioneers Corp. Auctioneer: M. Barber. NYC License No. 1183017
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